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Convention on Cluster Munitions Signing Conference, Oslo, 2–4 December 2008
Representatives of around 100 states are expected to visit Oslo from 2 to 4 December in connection with the signing of the Convention on Cluster Munitions.  The Convention was negotiated in Dublin in May this year, and will be signed in Oslo City Hall. 
In connection with this event, a Signing Conference will be held in Oslo City Hall. Civil society organisations will have their own stage in Fridtjof Nansens plass, the square on the north side of the City Hall. 
Most states will be represented at government level (by their Foreign Minister or his or her deputy). A full list of participants will be available prior to the Conference. 
The press should be aware of the following:
· Only accredited members of the press will have access to Oslo City Hall. Accreditation can be obtained by registering here: www.osloccm.no . Certificates of accreditation will be issued from a designated desk in Oslo Plaza Hotel, between 18:00 on Monday 1 December and 08:00 on Wednesday 3 December. A valid ID card or passport must be shown. 
· There will be room for cameras and photographers, and audio output at the back of the main hall, Rådhushallen, (where the opening ceremony and main speeches will be held). 
· Live-feed (streaming) will be available and will alternate between the main hall and the Munch room (Munchrommet), where the actual signing will take place. There will be audio and live footage tapping from an outside broadcasting unit (OB van) parked outside the Oslo City Hall (in Borggården). Due to limited space, it will not be possible for the press to bring their own cameras into the Munch room.  
· Free picture packages (raw material in IMX and DV PAL format) will be available from a special website (via FTP server). Here, after entering a username and password, it will be possible to download footage of each country’s representative making their speech and signing the Convention, as well as stock shots and background material (footage of cluster munitions in use). A link to this site, along with username and password will be generated automatically from www.osloccm.no/media. This site will be operative from 24 November.
· Dedicated areas for photos and interviews will be set up in the Oslo City Hall.

· The press centre will be in the basement (cloakroom) of the Oslo City Hall. It will offer around 40 work stations for the media, with access to a wireless network and a limited number of landline telephones. Fax and photocopying facilities will also be available. 
Press contact: Communications Adviser Bjørn Svenungsen, mobile phone +47 480 45 122

	
	
	
	Info pages on the Internet:
www.regjeringen.no/ud
www.osloccm/no
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